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PSLE 2023: Making 
Informed School Choices

Slides will be put up on the CHIJ OLN website by 5pm today
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A quick refresher as to 
PSLE 2023





For more information, pls see:

Group 3

Group 2
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S1 POSTING:
• Indicative PSLE Score Ranges For 

Individual Secondary Schools

• HCL Posting Advantage

• Choice Order
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INDICATIVE PSLE SCORE RANGES
• The indicative PSLE Score ranges can be found on https://moe.gov.sg/schoolfinder 

and https://go.gov.sg/exploreschools.
• Data was taken from students’ PSLE results and school choice patterns at the 2021 S1 Posting Exercise. 

• Similar to the T-score system, the school’s PSLE Score range for a particular year is 
not pre-determined, and may vary from year to year, depending on the cohort’s 
PSLE results and their school choices in the previous year’s S1 Posting Exercise.

• This is a guide to shortlist school choices. 

• Consider Indicative Score ranges alongside other factors, e.g. the school’s 
programmes, culture, ethos, Co- Curricular Activities, and proximity to home

https://moe.gov.sg/schoolfinder
https://go.gov.sg/exploreschools
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SAMPLE PRESENTATION ON MOE’S 
SCHOOLFINDER

Similar to the T-score system, the indicative 

PSLE Score range refers to the PSLE 

Score of the first and last student admitted 

into a particular school in the previous year 

via S1 Posting. This shows the range of 

student profiles who enter each school.
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GOOD SPREAD OF SCHOOLS WITH A RANGE OF CUT-
OFF POINTS (COPS) 

Courses Group 3^ Group 2 Group 1

No. of Schools 36 30 29

COP Range 6-22 21-25 26-30*

Courses Group 3^ Group 2 Group 1

No. of Schools 32 27 25

COP Range 6-22 22-25 26-30*

Courses Group 3^ Group 2 Group 1

No. of Schools 37 32 32

COP Range 7 (M)-22 22-25 26-30*

Courses Group 3^ Group 2 Group 1

No. of Schools 33 25 23

COP Range 8 (D) -22 22-25 26-30*

School Zones

        North

        South

        East

        West

• The COP refers to the PSLE Score of the last student admitted to a particular school in the 2020 S1 Posting Exercise. 

• As COPs vary from school to school, the COP ranges would differ across zones.# 

10

# This does not take into account affiliated COPs.

^Schools offering both IP and O-Level track are counted as 1 school while the COP range includes COP of IP-track. 

*This indicates that the last student posted to the school had a PSLE Score better than 30. The school’s COP is 30 because the school still had Group 1 vacancies 

after the S1 Posting Exercise. Hence, students with PSLE Score of 30 and had met the eligibility criteria for progression to S1 would have been able to obtain a 

place in the school if they had chosen the school during the S1 Posting Exercise. 
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EXAMPLE OF AN SAP SCHOOL’s 
INDICATIVE PSLE SCORE RANGE

While students need not take HCL to enter SAP schools, students who pass HCL receive a 

posting advantage for admission. To reflect this, the indicative PSLE Score ranges of SAP 

schools include the HCL grades of the first and last student admitted in the previous year via S1 

Posting.

Students who scored better than the 

school’s COP, whether they take HCL, 

in this particular posting exercise 

would have been admitted to the 

school

Indicative PSLE Score and HCL 

grade of the first student posted into 

the school in the G1 course

11

G3 5 (D) – 12 (P)

G2

G1

Example

XX Secondary School

Indicative PSLE Score range of 2020

Indicative PSLE Score and HCL grade of the last student 

posted into the school in the G1 course 

[i.e. the school’s Cut-Off Point (COP)]
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HCL posting advantage for entry to SAP schools

• Students’ HCL results will be denoted as ‘D’ (Distinction), ‘M’ (Merit) 
or ‘P’ (Pass).

• Students will be ranked taking into 
account their performance in HCL.

• This posting advantage applies 
before the tie-breakers for S1 Posting.

8 DISTINCTION

8 MERIT

8 PASS

8 NO HCL

9 DISTINCTION

7 NO HCL1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

12

*For more 

information on 

the posting 

advantage to 

SAP schools, 

please visit the 

PSLE-Full 

Subject Based 

Banding 

(PSLE-FSBB) 

Microsite• Students need not take HCL to enter 
SAP schools. Those who do receive a 
posting advantage for admission.

https://go.gov.sg/pslefsbb
https://go.gov.sg/pslefsbb
https://go.gov.sg/pslefsbb
https://go.gov.sg/pslefsbb
https://go.gov.sg/pslefsbb
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CHOICE ORDER of schools will matter more

• Students continue to have six choices in selecting their secondary 
schools.

• Students will be posted to a secondary school based on academic 
merit, i.e. PSLE Score, and their school choice rank order.

• If two students with the same PSLE Score vie for the last remaining 
place in a school, the following tie-breakers will be used in the 
following order:

1. CITIZENSHIP 

2. CHOICE ORDER OF SCHOOLS

3. COMPUTERISED BALLOTING 

13

The new tie-breaker based on school 

choice order recognises the different 

considerations that families have in 

making school choices.
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Full Subject-Based 
Banding (FSBB)
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What are the changes? 

• Mixed form classes at lower secondary 

• Students can take subjects at three subject levels, known as G1, G2, G3 (G 
stands for General), mapped from today's N(T), N(A) and Express standards 
respectively

• All secondary school students can offer English Language, Mother Tongue 
Languages, Mathematics and Science at a more demanding level from the 
start of Secondary One based on students' PSLE Achievement Level (AL) for 
each subject

• Students in schools that are implementing Full SBB will also be able to 
offer Humanities subjects (Geography, History, and Literature in English) at 
a more demanding level from Secondary Two.
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• Course Placement
• Your child is / You are eligible for the G2 course.

• Subject-Based Banding
• Your child / You will be eligible to take the following 

subjects at a more demanding level:

• English Language (G3 level)

• Mathematics (G3 level)

An example

Source: 
https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/psle-
fsbb/resources/score-calculator.html
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Full Subject Based banding

• Offered at 59 secondary 
schools including

• CHIJ St Joseph’s Convent

• CHIJ Toa Payoh

• Holy Innocents High School

• Ang Mo Kio Secondary

• Bowen Secondary

• Hougang Secondary

• Yusof Ishak Secondary

• Xinmin Secondary

• More information can be 
found at 
https://www.moe.gov.sg/mi
crosites/psle-fsbb/full-
subject-based-
banding/main.html

https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/psle-fsbb/full-subject-based-banding/main.html
https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/psle-fsbb/full-subject-based-banding/main.html
https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/psle-fsbb/full-subject-based-banding/main.html
https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/psle-fsbb/full-subject-based-banding/main.html
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Applying for CHIJ SJC, 
using the Affiliation Priority
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Eligibility for Affiliation Priority IF: 

• Meet the affiliate minimum requirement (AMR) set by CHIJ St 
Joseph’s Convent; and

• Indicate CHIJ St Joseph’s Convent as her first choice at Secondary 1 
Posting 

20

Course AL AMR(s) 2021 PSLE Score 
Range (Affiliate)

2021 PSLE Score 
Range (Non-affiliate)

Group 3 20 8 - 20 7 - 14
Group 2 25 21 - 24 21 - 22
Group 1 30 with AL7 or better in both EL and Maths 26 - 28 25 - 27
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There is no change to affiliation policy in the 
new PSLE Scoring and S1 Posting systems 

• Affiliation priority and meeting the AMRs do not guarantee admission 
into the affiliated secondary school:

• Subject to child indicating affiliate school as first choice at S1 Posting and the 

availability of vacancies in the school

• If the demand from affiliates exceeds the available vacancies for affiliates, they will 
be posted by merit based on their PSLE scores

• Sec schools reserve 20% of the places in each course (Groups 1 /2 /3 for 
students who do not benefit from affiliation priority

21
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• If your child’s PSLE score meets CHIJ St Joseph Convent’s AMR and she wants to be 
considered for affiliation priority, she must indicate the affiliated secondary school 
as first choice.

• If your child prefers other non-affiliated schools instead, she should rank them 
ahead of CHIJ St Joseph Convent. 

• If CHIJ St Joseph Convent is her 2nd – 6th choice, your daughter will not be 
considered for affiliation priority. She will be considered for admission together 
with non-affiliated applicants since the affiliated secondary school is not his/her 
first choice. 

• Applications to an affiliated school does not guarantee a place. Posting is subject 
to Cut-Off Point if insufficient places available. No change from previous years. 

Please note: 

22
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Can I appeal to enter the affiliated secondary 
school if my child is not posted there?

• Parents are strongly encouraged to allow their child to settle down in their posted school, 
so as not to disrupt the child’s learning as schools may not have available vacancy to take 
in appeals

• As with all other students, those with serious medical conditions may appeal to MOE for 
a transfer

• Students who wish to appeal for a school transfer on other grounds may approach their 
school of choice directly

• Schools with available vacancies may consider the child only if the child’s PSLE score has 
met the school’s COP for that year’s S1 Posting: 

• For eligible affiliates who indicated the affiliated secondary school as her first choice, 
this would be the affiliate COP

• For eligible affiliates who did not indicate the affiliate secondary school as her first 
choice, this would refer to the non-affiliate COP 

23
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Sec 1 Posting: Appeal for transfer

• Students who wish to put in an appeal due to serious medical reasons 
/ Impairment are to apply through posted secondary school the day 
after release of posting results

• MOE will consider the appeal on a case-by-case basis
• Outcome will be made known to applicants in early Jan through the posted 

secondary school

• Students who are seeking a transfer due to non-medical reasons 
should check the secondary school’s website for information on the 
appeal process. Note: 

• Strictly by Cut-Off Points (COP) and school-based criteria. 
• Need not to ask for testimonials. 
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Parents may use this 

guide to start thinking 

about factors to consider 

as you shortlist 

secondary schools with 

your child. You can visit 

the PSLE-FSBB 

Microsite to get a copy of  

this guide and other 

resources.
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Admin matters
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Admin details to keep in mind

• The 2023 PSLE Certificates will be issued to students today i.e. 
Wednesday 22 November 2023

• The PSLE result slips and certificates will be printed with the same 
personal particulars maintained in iEXAMS2 as of 31 October 2023. 

• There is an administrative fee of S$50.00 (inclusive of GST) for the 
amendment of each PSLE certificate. 

• The amended PSLE certificate will be issued to the school by 12 January 2024. 

• There will be no reprinting or replacement of lost or damaged 
certificates.
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Admin details to keep in mind

• Appeal of a review of results: Applications must be submitted to SEAB via 
CHIJ OLN by 28 November 3:00 pm.  There is an appeal fee of S$53.50 per 
subject (inclusive of GST). Outcome release: within 5 weeks after appeal 
deadline through IJOLN.

• Submission of school choices: Wednesday 22 Nov, 11.30am – Tues 28 Nov, 
3p.m. through MOE's S1 Posting website at www.moe.gov.sg/s1-posting.

• Release of S1 Posting Results: between 20 December – 22 December 
through these channels: 

• Short Message Service (SMS) via a local mobile number (if provided by the applicant 
during the application process); 

• S1-IS using the student’s Birth Certificate number / FIN, and the S1 PIN; or 
• At CHIJ OLN, after 8:30am. 

http://www.moe.gov.sg/s1-posting


CHIJ Our Lady of the Nativity
Simple in Virtue, Steadfast in Duty

Reporting to Secondary Schools 

• All posted PSLE students (including those who are admitted via DSA-Sec) 
will  report  to  the  posted  secondary  schools  when  schools  re-open on 
2 January. Please visit the posted secondary school’s website to find out: 

• Reporting arrangements (when school reopens in January) 

• Student and parent familiarisation activities 

• Online purchase of new uniforms and textbooks 

• Students who are unable to report to the posted secondary school on the 
first day of school due to valid reasons, should contact the posted 
secondary school for assistance.

• Parents will receive instructions from posted secondary school via PG after 
the posting results have been released. 
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Financial Assistance

• Do submit application to CHIJ OLN by 30 November so that secondary 
schools will know of approved cases and can make the necessary 
arrangements for the collection of the uniforms and textbooks. 

• Those considering admission into Independent Schools: 
• various financial support/scholarships/awards available. Do refer to 

https://www.moe.gov.sg/financial-matters/awards-scholarships.

https://www.moe.gov.sg/financial-matters/awards-scholarships


How you can 
support your 
child today

Sent via PG (12 Nov 2021)
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