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Revised Mother Tongue Language 
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ÅEnhancing the Teaching and Testing of 

Mother Tongue Languages (MTL) to 

Nurture Active Learners and Proficient 

Users



Revised Mother Tongue Language
Desired Outcomes  
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Å Pupils to be able to use their MTL for effective 
communication.

Å Pupils to understand and develop their unique 

identity through a deeper appreciation of 

culture, traditions, literature and history.

Å Pupils to understand and develop their listening 
and oral skills at lower primary, particularly 
focusing on the use of Spoken Tamil. 



Revised Tamil Language
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Ç Aims to develop students as proficient 

language users who can communicate in a 

confident and effective way.

Active Users, Proficient Learners

Ç Introduced to the Primary 1 in 2015, 

P2 in 2016 and progressively to 

Primary 6 in 2020.



APPROACH TO 

TEACHING AND LEARNING

rE

Spoken 
interaction

Reading

Speaking

Written 
interaction

Writing

Listening

RevisedMother Tongue Language
MTL  Curriculum 



Tamil Language @ OLN

Curriculum

Á Teaching methods, school-based assessments  will be aligned to 

match the new format.

Á Class activities to familiarise pupils with the new format.

Á Rich & Diversified Teaching & Learning Resources 

Á Revised Worksheets and Practice papers

Á More practice on new Oral format

Á Greater use of ICT and Interactive Resources 

Á Programmes to help students achieve proficiency in usage



Tamil Language @ OLN 

Ç Class library books

Ç Bulk loan of library books  

Ç Subscription to Tamil Murasu

Ç Reading in Oral Buddy

Reading Programme



Tamil Language @ OLN

STRETCH Opportunities

ÅHTL for P5 & P6

Å Learning Journey to Pongal Bazaar (P4)

ÅMTL fortnight 

Å P3 Appreciation Day

ÅCompetitions (national level) 

eg. TL   - Story-telling competitions
Essay-writing competitions



Tamil Language @ OLN

Supplementary Resources

TL ïTamil Murasu

ÅUse of articles to enrich teaching & learning

×Activities conducted:

Discussion of current affairs  in class. 

×Self-Access activities:

Language Practices  (Exam format worksheets, pupils works on 

poems and essay-writing. 

CHIJ Our Lady of the Nativity



Tamil Language @ OLN

MTL Reading Programme

ÅClass library books

ÅLibrary periods  - Library activities

(fortnightly)       - Bulk Borrowing  

ÅReading in Oral Buddy 

Pupils are strongly encouraged to borrow reading 

materials that best fit their reading profile and 

borrow items on the spot.
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Mother Tongue Language @ OLN

ICT-enriched TL lessons 

ÅUse of media (video clips, short films)

ÅIMTL (from P4 -P6)

ÅUse of interactive worksheets and games 

ÅMcOnline , TheenTamil, Pazhahutamil

ÅAssignments (during Term and on Home-Based Learning 

(HBL) Day

ÅAssignments during school holidays (March, June and 

September)

ÅExamples ïLanguage component practices, 
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Assessment @ OLN

Formative Assessment (Assessment for Learning) 

- In-class activities

- Discussions & Presentations

- Homework & online assignments

Summative Assessment (Assessment of Learning) 

- Formal examinations 
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Holistic Assessment

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4

Language Use 

and 

Comprehension 

Oral 

- Reading Aloud

- Picture Discussion

- Picture 

Conversation

Language Use 

and 

Comprehensio

n 

Oral 

- Reading Aloud

- Picture Discussion

- Picture 

Conversation

- Listening

Comprehension 

- Listening

Comprehension 

- Writing - Writing

Language Use and 

Comprehension

Language Use and 

Comprehension

10% 30% 10% 50%



Home- School Collaboration
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Parentsô support 

ÅActivate childôsinterest in Tamil ïshow her that you

believe learning Tamil is both enjoyable and useful in

our daily life.

Å  Use Tamil other than English in  your  childôs  daily 

activities.

Å Use ICT and Interactive games to motivate your 

child to learn Tamil. 

ÅWatch quality television programmes in Tamil together. 

Å Encourage  your child  to read more Tamil story

books. Discuss  the story and new  vocabulary learnt.
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